.                              THE WIDER OUTLOOK
England* There was room for a man of ability, energy,
eloquence, and real conviction, to lead the rapidly awakening
masses* It was into that vacancy that Lloyd George was to
step*
In the closing years of the nineteenth century there was,
in spite of die deceptive appearance created by Chamber-
lain's Imperialism and the Boer War, a real awakening of the
British working classes. They had won the franchise and
the secret vote ,* but instead of regarding these things as a
goal, they considered them to be only a starting-point. A
vote was worth nothing unless it could be used to compel
the prosperous ones to disgorge, and the privileged ones to
surrender their unfair advantages. There was appearing
among the wage*earners a definite harking back to the
mediaeval conception of liberty, as consisting more in things
economic than in tilings political. As yet those who be-
lieved that the working classes ought to have their own party,
with leaders from their own ranks, were comparatively few
in number; the vast majority thought that the Liberal Party
could be captured, and made to serve the ends of Labour*
Round about 1895 the tide was rising* The old orthodox
Liberalism was largely discredited. People were getting a
little tired of the eternal harping on Home Rule, Disestab-
lishment, Temperance, Non-sectarian Education, and all
the rest of the familiar Liberal repertoire; and were longing
to clean the slate, though assuredly not quite in the way in
which Lord Rosebery meant it to be done when he employed
that famous phrase* The new Liberalism was to make
drastic social reform its principal aim; and if a moribund
institution like the House of Lords dared to block the way,
it must be overthrown, though the whole fabric of society
should rock in consequence*
For Lloyd George 1895 also marks an epoch*   Hitherto he
had been just a Welshman, immersed in the affairs of